
 
 

Year 5 Curriculum Overview 2023-2024 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class Novel  Cogheart 
Peter Bunzl 

 

Cogheart 
Peter Bunzl 

 

Hidden Figures 
Margot Shetterley 

 
 

Macbeth 
 (A Shakespeare Story) 

Andrew Matthews  
 

Arabian Nights 
Aladdin and the 
Enchanted Lamp 

Philip Pullman 

Arabian Nights 
Aladdin and the 
Enchanted Lamp 

Philip Pullman 

Reading Will Jakeman’s  
Marvellous Mechanimals  

Nick Ward  
Robots/Living Things 

Comprehension Plus  Stage 
5  
 

Forces  
Comprehension Plus  

Stage 5  
 

Little People, Big 
Dreams  

Rosa Parks  
Malala Yousafzai  

Martin Luther King  
Extraordinary Lives 

Series  
Katherine Johnson 

Mary Seacole  
Neil Armstrong  

Michelle Obama  
Malala Yousafzai 

Planetarium Junior 
Edition (Welcome to 

the Museum)  
Space/The Solar System 

Comprehension Plus  
Stage 5  

Other Shakespeare 
Stories  

Macbeth  
Shakespeare 

Comprehension Plus  
Stage 5  

Illustrated Arabian Nights  
Usbourne  

Early Islamic Civilisation   
Comprehension 

Plus  Stage 6  
  

 
 

Rumaysa: A Fairytale  
by Radiya Hafiza   
VIPERS Discussion 

Guide  
Eco-Global Warming  
Comprehension Plus  

Stage 5  
(useful for eco book) 

 

Writing 
Outcomes 

Explanation  
Instructions 

Short burst writing -
description 

Persuasion  
Non-chronological 
comparative report  

 

Recount - biography 
and autobiography.  

Instructions  
 

Short burst writing- 
Diary entry 

 Recount 

Poem based on The Magic 
Box  

Setting description 
Narrative  

Persuasion  
 

Poetry Michael Rosen Poet Study  
Poetry Recital  

Poetry Week - October  

  Double, Double, Toil 
and Trouble 
Shakespeare 

Recital  

The Magic Box  - Kit 
Wright  

 
 

 

Maths  Place Value  
Addition/Subtraction 

Multiplication/Division 

Fractions 
Multiplication/Division 

 

Fractions 
Decimals and 
percentages 

Perimeter/area  

Statistics 

Arithmetic focus 

Geometry 
Shape 

Position and direction 
Decimals  

Decimals  

Negative numbers 

Converting Units 

Volume 



 
 

History   Industrial Revolution and the Potteries –  
Local History study- Railways  

 

Industrial Revolution 

and the Potteries - 

Whole school focus 

Local Pottery Study- 

Middleport and 

Burleigh Pottery 

Golden Age of Islam   
 
 

Geography  
 

Mountains Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 

Northern Europe   

 

Science  
 

Living things and their 
habitats  

Life cycles 
 

Forces  
 

Space  
 

Revision  
 
 
 

Animals including humans 
Development and changes 

to old age- including 
puberty 

 Changes of material 
 
 
 

PSHE  SPARKLE 
Understanding rules and laws 

Risk assessments  
Aspirations 

Self-care NSPCC (PANTS)  
E-safety 

School rules 
 

Key dates  
Anti-bullying week 13th -17th Nov 
Road safety 19th - 25th Nov 
World Mental Health Day - 10th October 

Financial literacy 
Responsible citizens  

Basic Life Support unit - St John’s Ambulance  
How to deal with head injuries 

Money  
Budgeting 

Family expenses  
Oral hygiene  

 
Key dates 
Children's Mental Health Week 5th - 11th Feb  
Mother’s Day-10th March  

Puberty (science link) 
Peer pressure and influence   

Law and order - emergency services  
Anti-social behaviour  
Share views – debate 

Sun awareness 
Transition 

 
Key dates 
Father’s Day-16th June 

R.E.  What is the best way 
for a Hindu to show 
commitment to God? 
 

Is the Christmas story 

true? 

How can Brahman 
be everywhere and 
in everything? 

How significant is it 
for Christians to 
believe God 
intended Jesus to 
die? 

Do beliefs in Karma, 
Samsara and Moksha 
help Hindus lead good 
lives? 

What is the best 
way for a 
Christian to show 
commitment to 
God? 

Music  
 

Charanga 
‘Livin’ on a Prayer’ 

(Rock) 

Christmas 

performance.  

Vocal skills.  

Rhythm and pitch skills  
notation. 
Recorders 

Vocal skills. 

Rhythm work 

Main focus - recorders 

Charanga 
‘Make You Feel My Love’ 

(Pop) 

Charanga 
‘Fresh Prince of Bel-

Air’ 
(Hip Hop)  

Art Painting,texture, pattern, colour, line and tone  

Vincent Van Gogh   

Drawing, painting and printmaking 

Painting,texture, pattern, colour, line and tone 

Printmaking, textiles  



 
 

Henri Matisse- Georges Seurat    
Abstract Art 

 

Surrealism: Salvador Dali 

Whole school focus Local Pottery Study- 

Middleport and Burleigh Pottery 

Golden Age of Islam-Islamic art and architecture 

link to DT unit 3D CAD-Rohit Bal 

DT Cooking and Nutrition 
Making Oatcakes- using heat source 

(Links to History and Geography topic) 
Chef Study - Nigella Lawson 

Mechanisms 
Pulleys & gears 

(Links to Science focus from Autumn term) 
Manufacturer study - Vauxhall Motors 

Structures 
Frame structures 

(Links to ECO) 
Architect Study: Dame Jane Drew 

PE Gymnastics  Dance CPD Net and wall Games/  
Badminton. 

Invasion Games Swimming 

Computing The internet Vector Drawing 

 

Selection in physical 
computing 

Video production Flat file databases 

 

Selection in quizzes 

Enrichment – 
visit / visitors  

HISTORY  
Industrial Revolution –Dudson Museum 
Canal Study  
 

PSHE  
Road Safety Officer  
  
GEOGRAPHY-    
A real adventurer visit - 
Virtual trek to Everest base camp (Oddizzi).  
 

SCIENCE  
Living Eggs  
NOW PRESS PLAY -Forces   
  
ENGLISH 
National Poetry Week  
 
 

  
  
  
  

SCIENCE  
Space centre visit 
  
ENGLISH  
Library visit  
 
SCIENCE   
NOW PRESS PLAY -Electricity  
  
GEOGRAPHY  
NOW PRESS PLAY -Natural Disasters  
  
  
PSHE/RE/ORACY  
Eid Assembly –Parental attendance  
 
MUSIC 
Recorder festival- Victoria Hall 
 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
National Bird Day 5th Jan 

HISTORY  
Early Islamic Civilisation in a day. 
 

PSHE  
Community Cohesion Officer workshops –Peer 
Pressure  
 

 


