Forest Park Primary School
December 2017
At Forest Park we...

SPARKLE
Support and encourage

Promote resilience

Aspire to achieve

Keep positive

Listen and learn

Enjoy, explore and excite

Respect each other

VIP Author Event
We were delighted to be chosen as one of only
seven schools in Stoke-on-Trent to attend the Stoke
Reads celebration event, at Stoke City Stadium. Our
children were then selected, due to their excellent
behaviour during the day, to sit at the table with
the Duchess of Cornwall and the authors attending:
Liz Pichon, Bali Rai and Andy Stanton. The thirty
Year 5 and 6 children who attended were a credit
to our school and were all given a copy of a book
which they had autographed by the authors.
Additionally Zaida Rahman was awarded a
certificate for her contribution to reading across the school in her role as a school librarian. We are
very proud of our children's contributions and behaviour at
the event.

Key Stage 2 Choir
Our Key Stage 2 choir performed beautifully in
the 'Choirs for Christmas' concert at the Victoria
Hall. They sang alongside children from other
schools in the city, making both their parents and
Forest Park staff feel very proud.

Songbirds
Pupils from across the city entertained the
audience at Hanley's Victoria Hall as part of the
annual City Songbirds spectacular. Forest Park
were proud to take part and sang beautifully!

Dining Hall Opening

Notes from the Governors
The first term of the new school year seems to have gone very quickly.
The new dining hall opened at the beginning of term and we held an
official opening on the 23rd November. The Sentinel gave us a very
favourable report and all our guests were very impressed. It gave us a
chance to thank all involved including the builders, architects, kitchen
suppliers and all others involved in the new build. Parents were also
invited on the 24th November. It was great to see approx. 80-90 parents
attend for food tasting and looking at our sample menu’s. Their feedback
was very complimentary. Thank you to all parents who attended. We have
held Finance, Curriculum and Full Governors meetings already this term. A
further finance meeting was being held on the 7th December.
Great News
The new school minibus has been ordered and should be with
us around Easter time. This will be a great asset to the school.
A big thank you to all our parents as the minibus has been
financed from all your contributions to school events, such
as the summer fete and other parent activities.
Finally can I wish you all a happy Christmas from all the
Mike Garner
governors.

We have officially opened
our dining hall – it was a
lovely event and we are
delighted by the amount of
support from parents during
the taster session. Children
are enjoying a quieter
lunchtime with a better
range of food to choose
from. Please go to our
school website and click on
the link under ‘Noticeboard’
to see media footage of the
event.

Chair

Minibus Fundraising
Thank you to everyone who helped raise
£424.10 for the minibus fund!
Miss Irving, Mrs Sutton and Miss Oldbury helped with
the collection on the school playground.

School Council
Forest Park School Council has been extremely busy this half term, being involved in some very
important events, including:
- Hosting school councillors from The Seven Stars prior to Anti Bullying week to discuss and decide
what our schools were going to do on that week. It was an extremely productive day which everybody
thoroughly enjoyed and even included a grand tour around our amazing school. (They were very jealous!)
- Subsequently, our School Councillors then started Anti Bullying week off with an assembly to the
whole school showing their video and set the school a challenge to create an Anti Bullying flag. The
winner would then go on one big flag with the other seven schools. The winner is yet to be
announced, watch this space!
- Some school councillors were involved in the process of choosing our new cook by asking questions
and even getting to sample their delicious biscuits!
- Last but by no means least they were involved in the grand opening of our fantastic new dining hall.
They met lots of very important people, talked to the local press and were videoed by The Sentinel.
On all these occasions they represented their classes and the school extremely well.

School Trips
As part of their Victorians topic, year 4 went on a trip to Apedale Heritage Centre to find out what life was like
for child miners and they even got to experience going down a mine for themselves! The children had a
wonderful time on their trips to Winter Wonderland. Their behaviour was excellent. Well done Reception,
Year 1 and Year 2! Nursery visited Santa and Steam, they had a fabulous time. Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 went to see
Aladdin at the theatre. Year 6 represented Forest Park at the Sports Athletics Championship at Fenton Manor
Sports Complex. They competed against other schools in field and track events and came 5th out of the 7
schools. The children represented the school fantastically, where they SPARKLED throughout the whole event.

Year 3 Swallows and Swans have loved studying the Stone
Age to Iron Age topic this term, including making their
own paintbrushes and using them to recreate their own
cave paintings. They have also enjoyed a fantastic day out,
experiencing life in the Stone Age. They built their own
shelters using only what they could find in the woodland,
and handled Stone Age artefacts including arrowheads,
bone needles and flints.
Thank You
Nursery and Reception staff would like to thank all
parents who came in to school to help us decorate
our classrooms ready for Christmas. The children
had a great time and we value your support.

Parents Coffee Morning
‘Time For Me’ - 9th January at 9am
Come along and meet Mrs Khan and
Mrs Futter to find out more about our
group. Meet in the main reception.
ESOL (Beth’s mum’s class)
ESOL starts again on Weds 10th January 2018.

Behaviour Reward Cinema Trip
Congratulations to the children who achieved
the reward trip to the cinema to see
Paddington 2 at Cineworld,
Hanley. The children were
beautifully behaved as always
and were a credit to the
school.

Sparkle Readers
We have launched a new home
reading reward system. We are
rewarding our children for reading
their school reading book at home
and bringing it into school with a
signed green card. The children receive a range of rewards
as they progress through the system including: stickers,
bookmarks, pencils, books and book tokens. Please
continue to support your children by reading regularly
with them at home and signing their green card. More
reading equals more rewards!

Stoke Reads
School Uniform/P.E Kit
You can buy uniform from the National Schoolwear shop in Stafford Street,
Hanley, ST1 1LS.
Please make sure that ALL school clothes are
labelled with your child’s name and class.

This is a list of books which all children are recommended
to read during their primary school years. Our children
have a copy in school which they work from but additional
copies and wall charts can be collected from Hanley
library where they can also borrow the books and many
more. The Stoke Reads books are a fantastic selection
please support your children with reading as many books
as they can.

Poppy Appeal

Home Learning

Thank you very much for helping with the
poppy appeal.

Home learning will begin in the new year. We have
updated our home learning policy and have invested in an
online resource for Maths home learning. Children will
bring home information containing the details for their year
group. If you have any questions regarding home learning,
please speak to your child’s teacher.

£328.33 was collected
by you!

Stars of the week
Autumn 2
Kingfishers— Leighton, Hanifah, Kasim, Zhi, Mahin-Ur, Maria, Dilara
Kestrels— Faatimah, Malik, Munira, Efe, Haniya, Milly, Luis
Foxes— Nafisa, Kaylim, Almaas, Ruqaiyah, Bilal, Dia
Hedgehogs— Alexis, Jan, Laila, Junior, Ben, Daniel, Ruijie
Dragonflies— Nawal, Shafi, Jood, Safa, Michal, Batuhan, Hajrah
Bumblebees— Andrea, Nabiha , Hasan, Hani, Haseeb, Maab, Tsehay
Swans— Junaid, Uzair, Victoria, Moosa, Zoubair, Jayden, Safah
Swallows—Rakia, Tauhid, Haleema, Niama, Sathutiyan, Omiyah, Yusuf
Owls — Khaliqa, Musa, Anika, Sienna, Maazur, Ahmed
Robins— Amina, Sizhe, Saira, Esa, Meliton, Shubat
Butterflies— Arman, Emirhan, Wasif, Ahmad, Noor, Mina, Maria
Ladybirds — Naymar, Leyton, Algassimou, Leo, Josiah, Danyal, Bilal

Buttercups— Hajra, Diamond, Aaishah, Shaeel, Amir, Furqan, Khadija
Clovers— Musa, Iraj, Areeha, Amad, Danyar, Mustafa, Nahim
Poppies— Lilly, Connor, Marcel, Lilly, Mahdiya, Arman
Foxgloves— Samrinah, Yusaf, Feza, Lena, Musa, Fatima

%



Poppies

90.13%

Foxgloves

91.43%

Buttercups

92.33%

Clovers

95.64%

Butterflies

94.39%

Ladybirds

96.11%

Robins

97.56%

Owls

95.55%

Swallows

94.00%

Swans

97.51%

Dragonflies

97.56%

Bumblebees

98.17%

Foxes

97.27%

Hedgehogs

96.74%

Kestrels

97.02%

Kingfishers

97.23%


















Class

ATTENDANCE LOTTERY
This term the weekly attendance bingo prizes were won
by
Darwin, Shuayb, Fraz, Muraad, Khadijah, Maariaya
Well done!
Emanuela from Swans won a £50 Toys R Us voucher for
100% attendance in the Autumn term attendance draw.
Whole school attendance from 30th October 2017 – 14th December
2017 is 95.66% Let’s get green!



School Holidays
School closes for the term on
Tuesday 19th December 2017
School re-opens on Thursday 4th January

No Smoking
Please be aware there is no smoking
permitted on the school grounds.

Dinner Money
Head lice
We have had some cases of head lice in various
classes. Please take care to check your child’s hair,
and treat any outbreaks promptly with regular
combing using a specialist head lice comb.

Medical Appointments
Where possible please arrange any
routine medical appointments such as
dentist and opticians outside of the
school day or in the school holidays.
Thank You.

Dinner money must be paid via ParentPay.com or
PayPoint card every Monday morning, £10 per
week. A big thank you to those parents that ensure
their dinner money is paid on time. Please pay any
dinner money debt before the Christmas break.

We have approx. £367 worth of dinner money debt
at present. If you need help setting up or
using ParentPay, please visit the school office and
we can help you.

School Times
Please remember that school opens at 8.50am

Morning Gates
It has come to our attention that some parents are concerned about the number of families waiting on
the main road for the school gate to open in the morning. Whilst we appreciate that the road is very
busy, and that there is not a great deal of space for families to wait, we are not able to open the gates
early in the morning. This is due to the breakfast club sports activities, which take place on the school
playground.
In an attempt to ease the pressure on the pavement we will open the gates at 8.45am, rather than
8.50am. The gates will close at 9.00am prompt, as usual.
Another concern raised was regarding members of the public behaving in an antisocial way towards
families. Obviously this type of behaviour is unacceptable, and we would urge any parents observing
such behaviour to report this to the police. Thank you for your understanding regarding this matter.
Buckle Up!
When dropping your children off and collecting them by car please ensure that they wear a seat belt at
all times. Not only is this a legal requirement but it is crucial to keeping children safe. The local police
camera car regularly patrols the area and will be checking that children are wearing seat belts and are in
the correct child seat.

Parking
As a school we are aware that parking is very difficult at the moment, especially with the building work
taking place on Woodall Street. However, we would ask that you are mindful of where you park in the
surrounding streets. Please make sure that you are not blocking drives or preventing residents’ cars
from getting out of the street. We, and they, would appreciate your support in this matter.

Parent Calendar
January
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

1
2
3

School Closed
After school clubs – invitation letters to follow
SCHOOL OPENS TO ALL
Year 6 - Unconventional Menagerie Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

4
5
6
7
8

Tuesday

9

Wednesday

10

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

11
12
13
14
15

Year 5 Assessment Day

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders

Tuesday
Wednesday

16
17

Year 6 Assessment Day
Nursery Assessment Day

Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country

Swallows Assembly/ Year 2
Assessment Day

Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders
Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Year 3 - visit to Eaton Park 4D
Experience

Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

18
19
20
21

Monday

Year 5 - Manchester Museum, Years 1
& 3 Assessment Day
22
Reception Assessment Day

Tuesday
Wednesday

23
24

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

25
26
27
28
29

Tuesday
Wednesday

30
31

Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders

Reception Assessment Day

Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country

Year 4 Assessment Day

Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders
Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

1
2
3
4

Monday

5

Tuesday
Wednesday

6
7

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday

8
9
10
11
12

Tuesday
Wednesday

13
14

Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

February

After school clubs – invitation letters to follow

Ladybirds Assembly

Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Year 3 - Potteries Museum & Art
Gallery

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders

Photographs individuals & siblings

Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country
Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

Yrs 5 & 6 - Recorders
Reception & Yr 1 - Bee Active, Yrs 3 4 5 6 - Art / Craft,
Yrs 3 & 4 - Dance, Yrs 5 & 6 - Revision
Yrs 3, 4 5 & 6 Cross Country
Foxes Assembly

Yr 2 - Maths, Yrs 3 & 4 - Football, Yrs 5 & 6 Gardening Club

SCHOOL CLOSED

