
Charles Francis 
Richter - the 

inventor of the 
Richter Scale used 

to measure 
earthquakes.

Vocabulary Dozen

Earthquake A movement or 
tremor of the 
Earth’s crust.

Aftershock A small earthquake 
that follows a larger 
one.

Focus The point at which 
the earthquake 
occurs below the 
Earth's surface.

Tectonic 
plates

Tectonic plates are 
pieces of Earth's crust 
and uppermost 
mantle

Magnitude Used to measure 
how big or strong 
the earthquake is 
using the size of 
the vibration.

Tsunami A very large, and 
often destructive, sea 
wave produced by a 
earthquake. 

Richter 
scale

A scale to 
measure 
earthquakes that 
describes the 
magnitude. 
Recorded by 
seismographs.

Plate 
boundary

Where tectonic plates 
meet. There are three 
kinds: divergent, 
convergent, and 
transform plate 
boundaries.

Harm- 
reduction

Reducing the 
impacts of natural 
hazards such as 
earthquakes

Mercalli 
scale

A scale to measure 
earthquakes based 
on observable 
damage.

Epicentre The point on the 
Earth’s surface at 
the centre of an 
Earthquake.

Seismic 
waves

Vibrations of the 
ground caused by 
earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions or 
man-made 
explosions.
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